ABORIGINAL EDUCATION

Making Artefacts: Welcome to Country

For Millenia the continent of Australia has been made up of many nations, Tribes and clan
groups. Each Nation holding their own unique language, customs and lore. These Nations were
intertwined with story lines and song lines assisting in traveling and communication, and creating
shared customs between nations.

One of these customs was what we now refer to as a Welcome to Country and Acknowledgment
of Country.

A welcome to country is usually performed by an elder or an elder appointed member of
community from the clan group or Nation of the land on which you gather.

They will usually open the space, through music like Yidaki (didgeridoo), clap sticks or singing,
then they will share their connection to the land with the audience, speaking of and therefore
sharing some of their ancestors customs, language and lore.

By ending the ceremony saying “welcome” they are then, welcoming the people into the new
connection to that nations culture and extending the protection of the ancestral spirits
connecting to that custom.

For thousands of years, we have asked our ancestors to protect the hearts of people traveling
through our countries through ceremonies like this.

Anyone can do an Acknowledgment of country, traditionally, when we were traveling through
another country we would wait to be welcomed before we travelled past certain boundaries. In
modern times we can’t always to be welcomed, so an acknowledgment to country is a good way
for us to honor the ancient custom. An acknowledgment of Country is Acknowledging the 3,000 +
generations of connections between people, animals, plants & the land, The unique connection
to an area, and the gift that ancient knowledge and connection is.
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When performing an acknowledgment of Country, speak from the heart, share how you feel
when you think of the place you’re in, share that. It's you’re connection to country, it can be as
simple as “the land we are on makes me remember walking with my Nanna”

Making Artefacts: Smoke Ceremonies

Traditionally smoke was used for medicine and cleansing, for example, midwives would use
certain leaves to cleanse the mother spiritually whilst the medicinal properties give pain relief and
a calming effect.

Some leaves when used in smoking were used relieve breathing problems and open the airways
of sufferers.

Now days, during big events, celebrations and ceremonies you may see an elder or community
member perform a smoke ceremony. These ceremonies are always accompanied with an
acknowledgement of country or Welcome to country.

Each ceremony is unique to the area, and people performing it, with rituals passed down from
elder to student over thousands of generations. They use native plants signifying past present
and future generations, each plant holds medicinal value that the performer must be highly
knowledgeable of before even being able to learn the ceremony.
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