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Syllabus Topic 

Making Artefacts: Returning Boomerang 

 

Unit outcome: 

Students learn about the skills associated with making a returning boomerang, the difference 
between a hunting and returning boomerang, and the various uses. They are then able to paint a 
picture showing how they would decorate or make their own returning boomerang. 

 

Teachers notes : 

For Aboriginal people the boomerang is a symbol of cultural endurance and a tangible link to 
their long presence on this continent.The boomerang features in Aboriginal creation mythology, 
and for Aboriginal people the boomerang is considered as old as the continent. 

Boomerangs have many uses. They are weapons for hunting birds and game, such as emu, 
kangaroo and other marsupials. The hunter can throw the boomerang directly at the animal or 
make it ricochet off the ground.  In skilled hands, the boomerang is effective for hunting prey up 
to 100 metres away. 

When hunting for birds, either returning or non-returning boomerangs can be used. A returning 
boomerang can be thrown above a flock of ducks to simulate a hovering hawk. The frightened 
birds then fly into nets set up in their flight path or, if they come within range, the hunters can use 
non-other boomerangs & even spears to bring the birds down. 

 A returning boomerang is a rotating wing. It consists of two or more arms, or wings, connected at 
an angle; each wing is shaped as an airfoil section. (a streamlined body that is capable of 
generating significantly more lift than drag.) 

The lift generated by the aerofoil shape of the wings tilts the boomerang as it flies, and the 
gyroscopic precession (the tendency of a spinning object to resist changes in its axis of rotation 
when a twisting force is applied) causes the boomerang to rotate. Together, these two things 
make the boomerang fly in a circle. 

Boomerangs can be used as clubs or fighting weapons. Thrown at each other by combatants, 
medium-weight boomerangs are a deadly weapon, but for close quarter skirmishing, large 
boomerangs up to two metres tall can be used as fighting sticks. 

Returning boomerang were used as toys, to teach children vital hunting skills before they were 
even old enough to hunt. This is part of our learning by doing teaching model, children were 
taught skills from very young ages so by the time they were old enough to learn to hunt, they 
could learn more intricate skills like tracking.  
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Boomerangs can be used as a digging stick when foraging for root vegetables or for scraping 
ashes away from a fire.  

Finally, boomerangs feature prominently in Aboriginal dance and music, as a percussion 
instrument when a pair are rattled together, and as an accessory to ceremonial dance 

Depictions of boomerangs being thrown at animals can be seen in some of the oldest rock art in 
the world in the Kimberley region of the Northern Territory dating up to 50,000 years old. 

The oldest surviving boomerang was found in a peat bog in South Australia and dates back 
10,000 years. 

With hundreds of different language groups it is understandable that boomerang-making varies 
across the continent. The vast majority of boomerangs are of the non-returning variety. 

Carving and colouring of boomerangs differs across the continent; the styles of decoration are as 
varied as the individual makers. Not all Aboriginal mobs used boomerangs, but it has become an 
international symbol for Australian Aboriginal people. 

 

Learning enquiries: 

• Did you know there were returning and non returning (hunting) boomerangs? 

• What are some things you could use a returning boomerang for? 

• Have you ever played with a returning boomerang? 

Content: 

• Watch returning boomerang video 

• Explain the content listed above 

• Encourage discussion on how the boomerang was made 

• Explore the uses of a boomerang and why it is so widely known as a symbol of Aboriginal 

people. 

Resources: 

• Boomerang video 

• Paper and pencils 

• Art shirt 

• Paint, paint brushes, water 
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8 ways of learning links 

Symbols and images “We keep and share knowledge with art and objects” 
By painting and drawing the boomerang students are able to share how they perceive the 
boomerang’s appearance to other students, depending on how the teacher approaches the 
activity there are multiple other views a child can show through art. 

Non verbal 
By sharing their views through art the teacher and other students are given the opportunity to see 
into the student’s imagination. They are sharing their views with the class without speaking. 

 

Activity  

• After exploring the world of returning boomerangs it’s time to get crafty! 

• Have students paint a picture of their own returning boomerang, whether it’s a scene or 

just a boomerang with a background have students be creative  

• You could use Aboriginal art symbols to  tell the story of how it moves through the air 

• You could paint a picture of yourself carving a boomerang or something all of your own. 

• After the paintings have dried display the art  in the classroom.  
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